NORTHEAST LUZON PROTECTED AREA
RAMPANT ILLEGAL FOREST ACTIVITIES
DESTROY THE REMAINING RAINFOREST

By Roland A. Colobong

MADDELA, Quirino- Almost all barangays in the hinterlands of Sierra Madre corridors, which was being declared as “protected area” by the Department of Environment Natural Resources (DENR), are perpetuated by the unabated anthropogenic activities, ranging from slashed and burn of forest zones, commercial mining, and illegal logging.

San Dionisio Farmers Association in Maddela, organized under the Community Based Forest Management (CBFM), with an area of more than 5,000 hectares declared as protected area, was exploited by timber poaching activities from neighboring towns in Isabela.

This alleged poachers and illegal loggers, are identified by the local residence in adjacent barangay as: former ABC president Jaime Respicio, former barangay captain Ancheta, ABC president Bobot Padilla, the son of Mayor Virgilio Padilla of San Agustin, Isabela. Together with a certain Edison Pascual of Fugo, Jones; where the squared lumbers and chainsaw lumber was being stockpile in his compound. This illegally cut were being transported along the Dibuluan River. Shipping documents are being facilitated from CENRO-San Isidro, Isabela. 
The same operation of illegal logging and timber poaching in the ancestral domain claim of the Dumagat (CADC) situated in the eastern portion of Maddela-Nagtipunan area and within the boundary of Aurora-Quirino area. 
The poaching activities was perpetuated by the Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) and the Toplite; who have still in position a logging permit (Timber Logging Management Agreement) from the DENR. 

However, PENRO Ben Mina of Aurora province deny the encroachment as supported by the field report of CENRO-Nagtipunan during their ocular inspection conducted by the DENR technical men that it’s very remote from the reported timber poaching last year.

As this report being prepared, it was find out that massive forest exploitation have been done in the area of Villa Gracia, the former concession of the Twin Peak Development Corporation (TPDC) now declared as protected area. It was alleged that the massive forest destruction were being perpetuated by a groups of Ifugao's from the Cordillera region; a close associates of Mayor Florante T. Ruiz, this municipality.

In the western barangay of Maddela in barangay Matagaey and Balligui, a certain Agnes Gabatin and a resident of Diffun, Quirino, known to be the conveyors of many illegal logging activities in the province and allegedly identified her (Agnes Gabatin) to be with the close-in of Congressman Junie Cua.

She has a linkage of illegally cut Narra in Dipintin, Maddela, where a certain Al Abuan, identified them as: Velasco, Cortez, Auring Andres and many others in the vicinity. This illegally cut Narra were transported –out in the province through Agnes Gabatin. The Narra were coming from Nagtipunan, also cut within the CADT area of the Bugcalots; and at the eastern side of Cagayan River, along Maddela-Nagtipunan area.

The ship out of squared Narra and slice were being mixed among the G-Melina lumbered, using a certification from the PENRO thru the CENRO office. These shipping documents are even recycled as what had been a practice during the early 70’s and again practice among furniture’s owners and makers.
The rampant anthropogenic activities if not be stopped shall totally destroy the headwaters of the second longest Cagayan River, in the archipelago, its tributaries feeding the Magat dam which is essential components of irrigation facilities. Deny this… shall put our agricultural production in limbo, aggravate poverty, hunger and creates ecological imbalances which bring human disaster. 
